


Key Indicators for Monitoring The Carbon 
Cycle – What FIA Delivers 

•  CO2 flux 
•  Net primary productivity 
•  Net ecosystem productivity 
•  Land use/land cover (but not change) 
•  Vegetation structure and biomass 
•  Soil carbon (?) 
•  Natural disturbance and management (?) 
•  Harvested products 
•  Climate and meteorology 



In the Not-so-distant Future: Expanding 
the Accounting to More Accurately 

Reflect Feedbacks to the Climate System 

•  We currently focus on carbon – 
either in organic form or as 
carbon dioxide 

•  Other GHGs that are a factor in 
forests: 

–  Methane 

–  Nitrous oxide 

•  Albedo 

•  Evapotranspiration 


